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 Hello again everybody, once again Canberra and Newcastle Stitches and Craft Shows are behind us.   A long and 
tiring two weeks are over and everyone seems to have recovered from them.  I would like to thank everyone for 
their participation in one or both of these events and as always many hands make the work easier.   It is not all 
hard work the members that went all seemed to have had an enjoyable time in the company of their fellow 
woodturners.   Lots of laughs and a little bit of dancing in Canberra helped to make it a fun time. 
 
Our Charity did extremely well with lots of bowls and camphor shavings being sold.  We had a large audience of 
adults and children watching the turning, the children all waiting for their spinning tops or honey dippers to take 
home.  Lots of chats with men who had brought their partners to the craft show and were pleased to find that 
“the woodies” were there.   The members turning were kept very busy every day and everyone seemed to have 
benefited from their sales over the two shows. 
 
Another Demonstration day was at Rivergum Markets at Rouse Hill.   These markets are held in the grounds of 
the oldest existing house in Rouse Hill.   This was a very well attended day with lots of very pleasant people.   I 
am harping again but it was attended by the “Willing Few” as usual and we had a good return for our Charity –
which you all applaud but always, find an excuse to not attend to help out as usual. 
 
There are a number of other demonstrations coming up and I would like to see a greater number of members 
putting their names down to help.   I know I am nagging but so far it doesn’t seem to have any effect.   Keep in 
mind that these demos help to add to Club Membership and a larger membership benefits all Members. 
 
Work still continues around the Club on the various jobs that need doing so please give some assistance by 
asking your Convenor what you can do to help on the day. 
 
Our Grant has come through and we will be getting three new lathes in the near future which will replace some 
tired ones. 
 
Last Up.   Some Members have expressed an interest in attending the Club on a Friday during the day.   A sheet 
will be put up on the wall so that members who wish to attend regularly during the day can put their names 
down.  If enough members want this then we will endeavour to find a Convenor for the job.   Keep in mind that 
this person must be willing to commit to this on a regular basis.   This will be for a trial period to gauge the 
interest for approx. one month, 
 
The day session will finish early enough to clean up and leave the Club ready for Friday Night. 
 
Happy Turning - BOB YOUNG 
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President: Bob Young (0408760131) 

Vice Presidents:  Paul de Belle and 

Danny Klajman  

Secretary: Alan Eipper 

Treasurer: Paul Collins 

Grants Officer & Membership Secretary:  

Raymond Saich OAM 

Catering Officer: Paul Collins 

Librarian: Ben Reardon 

Editor: Ron Fathers 

ron1947@optusnet.com.au 

Assistant Editor: James (Jimmy) Singh 

Jimmy-Woodturner@hotmail.com 

Webmaster: Lindsay McEwen 

Lcmcewen@optusnet.com.au 

Training Co-ordinator: Ron Devine 

Trainers: Graham Dawes, Rod Brown, 

Alan Phelps, Andy Tappouras, Maurie Knight 

Shop Managers:  

Paul Collins (JP) and Bob Young 

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: 

Manny Farrugia, Dave Matthews, Jack Kestle 

Graham Dawes (JP), Maurie Knight, Bob Young 

Welfare Officer: Robert Stewart 

robandgail@hotmail.com 

If you have any problems or information 

concerning the club please contact any of 

the above committee members.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mon-Thurs:  8:30am – 4pm     $5 

Friday Nights:  5pm – 9pm        $3 

 

Third Saturday of the month: 

9am – 3pm                           $5 

17th September 

15th October 

Contact: Liam Healy – 0411560984 

 

Ladies Day – Second Saturday of 

the month:   $5 

8th October 

12th November 

Contact: Anna Dawes – 96386995 

tandawes@optusnet.com.au 

 

Maxi Day – Third Sunday of the 

month: 

From 9:30am (Lunch included)  $6 

 
18th September – Greg Coker   

Multi Axis Vases 
 
16th October – Catherine Gorrie 

Square Dishes with Legs 
Airbrushing 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Second Tuesday of the month – 

7pm 

13th September 

11th October 

8th November 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thanks to Michelle 

Rowland MP,    

The member for 

Greenway, for her 

continued support 

which includes the 

printing of this 

newsletter 
 

 

Shop items 

Triple “P”  

Friction Polish  

Sanding Sealer  

Sandpaper  

Club Shirts  

Dust jackets  

Club Badges  

Pen Kits  

Pen Blanks – Acrylics  

Many more items also 

available  

 

Shop Trading Hours 

Mon-Thurs: 9am – 10:30am 

    12:45 – 1:30pm 

Friday nights: 7pm – 7:30pm 

See Paul Collins or Bob Young 

for more details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pens Wanted for the Troops 
Can members please make and 
donate any pens for the troops. 
Please give them to the 
convenor on your day.  
Thankyou so much!      Editors 
 

FOR SALE 
Members don’t forget we have 
some Cherry, Sapele, Walnut, 
European Oak and Alder bench 
tops for sale at the club! 

FREE CORIAN 
White - 12mm and 20mm thick         
Black - 12mm thick  

Gray -   12mm thick 

 

mailto:Lcmcewen@optusnet.com.au
mailto:tandawes@optusnet.com.au
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Happy Birthday to all our members this month. 

We hope you have a great day with many more to 

come. 

Chris Bennett         Anna Dawes 

Arthur de Lima         George Dennis-Smither 

Chris Hardy         Malcolm Harrild 

Liam Healy         Geoffrey Robinson 

Leonie Singh                 Ken Vodden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome to all our new members this month. We 

hope your stay is both long and rewarding 

Benjeman Hanlon Ian Pilon 

Nick Wagstaff  Mark Trenhella 

Luke Potts  Peter Roffmann 

Tony Taylor  Anthony Griffiths 

Phil Langdon  Chris Russell 

 

 

 

Members Welfare 
Our member’s welfare is important to 
our club. Please let me know if you or 
someone you know is unwell, or 
worse still no longer with us. Let me 
know at email address; 
robandgail@hotmail.com  
 
If anyone is missed be assured that 
the good wishes and sympathies of 
our club are with you and your family. 
  
Janice, wife of Peter Bohan, has had a 
knee replacement and Peter said she 
is recovering well. 
 
This month we have John Fairweather 
and Ken Iles on the sick list.  
 
Best wishes to John and Ken, we hope 
to see you back on the lathe soon. 

 
      Rob Stewart 

 

 

 
Westeria House Fete 

Cumberland Hospital – Westmead 
 Sunday 18th September and Saturday 24th September 

 

Linnwood House 
25 Byron Road Guildford – 11am to 4pm (Setup 8am) 

 Sunday 25th September 
 

Bunning BBQ 
Seven Hills – 8am to 3:30pm (Setup 7am) 

 Monday 3rd October 
 

Octoberfest Community Fair 
Lions Park, Caroline Chisholm Drive, Winston Hills 

 Sunday 9th October 
 

Rivergum Cottage Markets 
49 Withers Road Rouse Hill – 10am to 2pm (Setup 9am) 

 Saturday 29th October 
 

Cumberland State Forest 
95 Castle Hill Road - West Pennant Hills 

 Sunday 30th October 
 

St Joseph’s College  
Mark Street Hunters Hill – Setup 10am 

 Sunday 13th November 
 

 Any members interested in going to these events 
please put your name on the clipboards at the club 

 
 MEMBERS – WE REALLY NEED MORE CHARITY 

BOWLS! So PLEASE make as many as you can   

 
Wood for sale 

Members don’t forget we have a lot of wood for 
sale so please come in and buy some.  

 
The wood varieties are: 
Huon Pine , Sassafrass, Jarrah, Red Gum, Olive, 
African Olive, Yellow Wood, Sheoak, Silky Oak, 
Jacarandra, Swamp Maghony, White Cedar, 
Camphor, Tallow Wood, Norfolk Pine, London 
Plane, Iron Bark and American Tulip Wood 

 

 

 

mailto:robandgail@hotmail.com
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B S FROM THE BUSH 
Here we are again; another month has past and now into Spring. Together, the 
slightly warmer days and the amount of rain we have had, has made the weeds 
grow. Frost is still around so too soon to plant some vegie seeds. 
 
Chris and I had a good trip a few weeks ago when the Newcastle show was on. We 
had to collect some turnings from Cessnock as the gallery there has closed down 
(what a shame). Then we caught up with the guys in the afternoon at the show and 
onto an evening BBQ. The following day we headed for Sydney and met up with the 
Friday nighters, youngest granddaughter’s Birthday Celebration on the Saturday and 
back home on the Sunday, ready for a rest. 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just before the second lot of heavy rain, we had a couple of friends drop in. Ray and 
Margaret Smith called in on the Wednesday and stayed the night and on Thursday 
Liam and Wendy popped in for a couple of hours. It’s nice to catch up on a one to 
one basis. 
 
As you all know, Chris and I are members of Lions and I stood in as deputy catering 
officer for three months whilst the main man had a three months holiday. The main 
man comes back next week, thank goodness. It is a full on job as we are doing BBQ’s 
almost every week now that it is Spring and everything is happening. We have done 
some large ones, small ones, profitable ones and some not so profitable. 
 
For those who can remember, last year I did a turning demo in a local garden which 
actually won the best garden in the area competition. This year it was held at 
Hermitage Hill, one of the top spots in town for accommodation and food. Chris 
looked after the Lion’s catering van whilst I did the demo. It attracted a lot of 
interest in the Gallery so hopefully we get a few more customers in the future. No 
complaints so far. 
 
I hear the Club has a lot of events to attend to this Spring. Can I urge members to 
put their hands up to help out. Every little helps. Until next month, All the best.   
 

Ken Vodden 
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Woodturners Make Light Work of Equipment 
Patients and staff at the children's ward at Mount Druitt Hospital benefited from a 
new vital signs monitor and examination table, valued at more than $10,000, thanks 
to a generous donation from local craftsmen and women. 
 
Mount Druitt Hospital’s children's ward nursing unit manager Mildred Villason was 
delighted with the equipment, which was purchased from funds raised by the 
Western Sydney Woodturners Incorporation. 
 
“We are grateful for the Woodturners’ continuous generosity and support," she 
said. 
 
Members of the Western Sydney Woodturners Incorporation actively raised funds 
to purchase the new equipment by selling items such as small wooden bowls, toilet 
roll and hand towel holders at schools, fetes and historical house gatherings. 
 
Western Sydney Woodturners Incorporation president Bob Young said the group 
had been associated with Mount Druitt Hospital for more than seven years. 
 
“As a hobby, the men and women enjoy making and creating everyday items, which 
we then sell at functions and wood turning demonstrations,” he said. 
 
“All the proceeds are then given to the children's ward at Mount Druitt Hospital.” 
 
The new vital signs monitor brings an additional monitor to the ward while the 
examination table will alleviate strain on staffs’ backs as it can be adjusted to 
accommodate different heights when performing routine examinations. 
 
For more information about the Western Sydney Woodturners Incorporation, visit: 
www.westernsydneywoodturners.com or contact 0408 760 131 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.westernsydneywoodturners.com/
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Canberra Stitches and Craft 
Tuesday the 9th August saw Bob and Lynne Young and I head off down the highway to Canberra. 
Here I was driving to the speed limit and enjoying listening to a bit of Country and Western music 
when I was passed by some old bloke towing a caravan travelling at almost the speed of sound. 
Yes, it was our president.  
 
At a service station in Canberra he indicated that he knew the way so off we went again. Talk 
about a “Cook’s Tour “of Canberra. I saw parts of Canberra that I never knew existed. I think the 
only thing that I did not see was the national Zoo. 

 
After unhitching our vans we went to the Exhibition 
centre and began to organise our space. Wednesday 
the other intrepid travellers arrived and everyone got 
stuck into making our area a well set up space with 
the lathes in one spot and then everyone else setting 
up their own areas. 
 
Thursday dawned a fine day, however, there was 
some drama as Andy did not lock his van door prior 
to going for his morning shower and upon return 

claimed that he saw a magpie flying out of his van “allegedly” carrying something in his beak. He 
was not impressed as an item was missing from the location that he had placed the item the night 
before. Never the less we all headed off to do a day of 
demonstrating and selling our wares.  
 
Andy and Rohan had the front tables and they were the 
welcoming party for visitors, behind them were Bob and 
myself and against the wall were Eddie and Jill, George 
and Lawrence. Paul had control of the Lathes and Lynne 
was kept busy looking after the Charity table with bowls, 
banana holders camphor shavings and the like. 
 
After the first day a number of the group went to the 
local golf club for tea and when they saw what was on the menu it was almost a blanket order of 
lamb’s fry and bacon. This was to be our dinner location hence forth.  
 
Friday dawned clear but cold, reportedly it was -5C. Andy was a lot better today as well. It seems 
that either the magpie returned what he had stolen or he had been accused wrongly. The item 
missing had been located in Andy’s sock draw. At least Andy would be able to happily chew his 
food and show his pearly whites in future photos from now on. 

 
Attendance numbers were good for Thursday and Friday 
but after 3.00pm the place was almost deserted of 
customers. Saturday and Sunday morning saw reasonable 
numbers again and I think all members who attended had 
reasonable sales. The Charity did well with sales also. 

       
   

Paul de Belle 
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Newcastle Stitches and Craft Show 

It only seems like a week ago we were packing up after Canberra and here we are up at 
Broadmeadow getting ready to put on our highly visible jackets, dodging forklifts, wondering 
where we were going to put our items and set up tables and all the other problems that come 
with the show. 

We finally settled on locations of tables and drew lots 
for table spots and where the Charity table was to be 
located and set up our own displays. We drew 
stumps at approx. 4pm as we had to make our way 
back to Belmont in peak hour traffic to set up at the 
caravan park where I was sharing a cabin with Paul 
Collins, George Hulme and Steve Attard which was a 
bit of an adventure on its own. The bathroom was 
overflowing with towels, deodorants, toothpaste and 
all other implements of males use. The catering was 
always going to be ‘catch as catch can' and one night 
we were trying to prepare George's chicken wings in 
the oven when one of the occupants decided to sit in 

the way of access to the oven. Say no more, I will leave the rest to your imagination. On two of our 
nights we dined out at the local clubs and one night we used the barbeque at the park and had a 
combined meal with all the club members who were staying at caravan parks, including a flying 
visit by Ken and Christine from the “bush". Great to see them both and catch up on all the news 
from their neck of the woods which we see regularly in our newsletter.  

 
The show opened on time and the crowd moved 
around our stand and commented on our 
presentation of items, very pleased with our charity 
bowls and other items we were showing, the 
camphor shavings are always popular. After lunch 
the crowd seemed to slow down as bus groups had 
to depart to various locations or school children had 
to be picked up. Then there would be a bit of a rush 
as craft classes were finishing and this seemed to be 
the pattern for the four days. 
 

The crowd numbers appeared to be down on previous years and possibly because some of the 
crafts have died out e.g. folk-art but there are still a lot more classes on new hobbies that are 
being run that people actually make items under supervision to take home at the conclusion of the 
lesson. There were also stands featuring past fashions and wardrobes that are on the rise again 
which took the interest of more than one of our members. 
 
Sunday rolled on and it was soon 4.30pm and time to pack up again and take the drive home, so it 
was the reverse of setup, fluoro jackets on and avoid the forklifts. 
 
To all the members who attended thank you for your attendance and particularly Lynne, Jill and 
Colleen for the help on the charity table as we made our usual amounts for the Children's Ward at 
Mt. Druitt Hospital. Mrs Lyn de Belle was reported as being there so I must apologise to her as I 
did not see her to say 'hello'. At the time of compiling this report the final figure for the charity 
was not available.  
           Rohan McCardell 
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Bidwill Big Blokes Breakfast 
Despite the forecast for rain and a few previous days of 
inclement weather, Wednesday dawned a little overcast 
but the rain had not yet arrived. 
 
Dave Matthews and I arrived by 07.30 and proceeded to 
set up in readiness for this function, we were joined by 
Rob Buckwell a short time later and before long we 
started making spinning tops. These proved to be a hit 
with the young children.  
 
Sales for either the 
charity or personal 

sales were slow which is only to be expected as the main 
ones present were the students and by comparison only a 
few parents. Speaking with the School coordinator for the 
day he also indicated that a number of those who had 
indicated their attendance had also failed to show up, so 
that part of the day was disappointing for the school. 
 
As normal the event wound up by 10.30 so it is a short 
morning and it would be good for members to take these 
types of opportunities to attend and participate in club 
events rather than leaving it to the same ones time after 
time. 
           Paul de Belle 
 

Trend Open Days 

What a day Friday the 2nd was. Cold and wet, oh how I would 
have liked to stay in bed but no we were off to Trend 
Timbers for their Open Day.  
 
Despite the conditions we managed to get the equipment 
from the trailer and get set up without getting too wet in the 
process. We were located in an area where we were 
sheltered from the wind and rain so we were safe and happy 
little people. Leida started the demonstrations with turning a 
charity bowl, which we sold the following day. It was good to 
see a couple of members also turned up to lend support. 
 
The number of people visiting was somewhat disappointing but there was still enough for us to do 
with demos that kept us both occupied. Perhaps the weather kept many away and it was noticed 
that this year there were no students, which was surprising. 
 
Due to a family commitment I could not be there for the commencement on Saturday but Barbara 
stepped up and ran our space single handed till I arrived at about 9.45. Again the numbers were 
down compared to previous years but even so I was pleased to see that the club honoured its 
commitment to attend and in doing so we showed our support  to one of the business'  that 
support us. 
                 Paul de Belle 
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LEARNING THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 

 

I am sure that when you have undertaken the following simple test you will agree that there is 
little wonder about how difficult it is for young children to learn to spell and how hard it must be 
for new arrivals who have a basic knowledge of English, to read and fully comprehend what they 
are reading. 
 
There are many instances two words (sometimes more) spelt differently are pronounced the 
same. 
 
Write your answers in the space provided then check them against the correct responses on page 
12.   
 
1.      Part of a play .............    2.     Perceived by the ear ............ 
         Interviewed ...............            A number of animals ........... 
 
 
3.     An interjection ............    4.     A young girl ............ 
        To be in debt ..............            Manufactured ........ 
         
   
5.     Royal power ..........    6.     An animal ........... 
        Moisture from above .........             Expensive ......... 
        Used to steer an animal                  
         
             
7.     Only .........     8.     A boring tool ......... 
        The human spirit ...........            Everyone .............         
 
 
9.     Without clothes ........    10.    A religious ceremony ........ 
        A quadruped .............             What a teacher does .........  
        
 
11.     Not a rabbit .........    12.    A type of hook ....... 
          You get it cut ........              No you ...........         
 
 
13.   She tossed ...........    14.    A public figure ........ 
         She went ............              A female animal ........   
          
 
I hope you enjoyed the challenge. 
 
Quote of the month:   A rhombus is a sort of square that is out of kilter ... J.D. Murthy 
        
Must fly  
Woodchip 
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Members Who Make Saw Dust 

 
 
                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
          

Henry                     Peter 

                       

  

 

 

                                    

Mirko                                                 Ben 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     

 

                       David             Paul & Macca 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                        Leida       David 
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                           John            Steve   &    Les 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                            

 

                        Paul        John 
 

What's New in the Zoo 

Another addition to our clubs equipment 
is the Scheppach bobbin sander shown, 
its rotating and oscillating action makes 
sanding easy. It can be used for sanding 
deep and wide work pieces, front edges, 
narrow inner curves, horizontal, vertical, 
diagonal, with or across the grain work. It 
also has a range of sanding drums to fit 
most work which are easily exchanged. 
The bobbin sander is located in the 
container at the far end. 

  Raymond Saich 

 

Eagles may soar, but weasels don't get sucked into jet engines. 

Dancing is a perpendicular expression of a horizontal desire. 

When I'm not in my right mind, my left mind gets pretty crowded. 



12 
 

 
 
 

I think of him quite often 
Of his patience and his calm 

The skill and depth of thought in all he did 
He would answer any questions 
And we’d always talk as friends 

He’d never think of me as just a kid 
 

I was twelve and he was twenty four 
When he married my sweet sister 

So I went to live with them to finish school 
For two years I’d be tuitored 
Bowral High the very place 

Where knowledge was presented as a tool 
 

Some weekends we’d go shooting 
For the rabbits we’d bring home 

To add them to the vegies we would grow  
 He would talk to me of tolerance 

And to keep an open mind 
The things of life you really ought to know 

 
It’s sad that he is gone 

We all miss his sense of fun 
So I carry with me, even in my heart 

My mentor and his wisdom 
And his calm and of his love 

While thinking this I wondered where to start 
 

Neil Guthrie 

 
 

Answers     (to quiz on page 9) 
1.  Scene, Seen.      2.  Heard, Herd.   
3. Oh, Owe.      4.  Maid,  Made.  
5.  Reign,  Rain,  Rein.      6.  Deer, Dear.  
7.  Sole, Soul.      8.  Awl, All.  
9.  Bare, Bear.      10. Rite, Right.  
11. Hare,  Hair.      12. Cant, Can't.             
13. Threw, Through.      14. Mayor,  Mare. 
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A Reminder about Workshop Safety 
We must all keep in mind the importance of WORKSHOP SAFETY. Please 
THINK and ACT responsibly at all times. 

It is up to all of us to fulfill our commitment by wearing at all times; 
 Dust masks 
 Protective glasses 
 Suitable clothing 
 Footwear 
 Ear protection 

It does not hurt to discuss safety with other members if they are not 
doing the right thing. 
REMEMBER.................       It is your body and your limbs...... 
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Note:  As in all professions there are many and varied opinions and ways of doing things. This is true of wood turning. These articles are the results 
of my reading article publications. 
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Continues on page 15 
 


